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In part 4 of our Artist Interview with legendary guitarist Phil Keaggy, Ken and Phil get into a
deep conversation about gear (perfect for all you gear hounds!). Phil talks about his past and
present electric guitars, amps, and pedals. He also discloses information about his unique live
acoustic rig and how that has changed over the years. Phil also gives some great detail about
the microphones and signal path that he uses in the studio. Don't miss this session with guitar
legend Phil Keaggy.
{enclose PHILnext.mp3}

Rumors have followed Keaggy for years that Jimi Hendrix had supposedly named him as his
answer to the question Johnny Carson asked him, &quot;who is the best guitarist in the
world?&quot; while making an appearance on The Tonight Show. Another version of the story
goes something like, &quot;Jimi, how does it feel to be the world's greatest guitar player?&quot;
To which Jimi supposedly replied, &quot;I don't know, you'll have to ask Phil Keaggy!&quot;
which according to some was from an interview in Rolling Stone or Guitar Player Magazine.
Sometimes, the rumor is that it was Eric Clapton, or that it was on the Dick Cavett show. A
recent variant has it that it was Eddie Van Halen on Letterman who was asked the question.
During live performances, Keaggy has mentioned it but personally thinks the rumors are untrue.
However, due to the fact that many of these shows did not keep archives of many of their early
shows, it is nearly impossible to either confirm or disprove the rumors completely. Some fans
have claimed to have seen the show in question, or read the interview but to date, no one has
presented a tape, a magazine article or any kind of evidence to confirm it. Phil was asked this at
one of his guitar clinics he held in California a few years ago and his answer was simply, &quot;I
don't think there is anything to it at all. I doubt that Jimi ever heard me play as he had died in
England before I recorded with Glass Harp at his Electric Ladyland Studios in New York City.
Someone told me years ago that when asked that question he replied, 'Phil Keaggy is the
shortest guitarist in the world,' which is more believable.&quot; That is a self-effacing statement,
since Keaggy is only 5 feet 4 inches tall - Wikipedia.
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